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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a fuel cell power 
capable of instantaneously and continuously judging 
deterioration of a reformer in situ and determining 
replacing period of the reformer and provide a method 
forjudging the deterioration of the reformer. 
SOLUTION: This fuel cell power plant has a reformer 8 
in which a reforming catalyst for reacting fuel with steam 
and preparing hydrogen is packed and a cell stack 21 
comprising a fuel electrode 18 and an oxidizing electrode 
by which electrolytes for carrying out power generation 
by reacting hydrogen prepared in the reformer 8 with 
oxygen is sandwiched. The fuel cell power plant is 
equipped with a temperature sensor 6 for measuring the 
temperature of a catalyst packing layer constituting the 
reformer 8 and a deterioration- judging part 5 for 
receiving temperature detecting signal from the 
temperature sensor 6 and judging deterioration state of 
the reformer by collating a reformer catalyst packing 
layer temperature detected by a temperature sensor 6 

by with the relationship between previously stored reformer catalyst packing layer temperature 
and deterioration amount of reforming catalyst of the reformer. 
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